
DESCRIPTIVE analysis of WMBC 2015 Survey

At the consultation drop-in sessions hosted by Wirral Metropolitan Council in 
2015, visitors were invited to complete a survey and questionnaire.

The result of the survey is posted to its webpage at

https://www.wirral.gov.uk/news/08-02-2016/hoylake-golf-plan-grow-tourism-
economy-supported-over-two-thirds

Wirral Metropolitan Borough Council reports on its webpage

https://www.wirral.gov.uk/sites/default/files/all/planning%20and
%20building/Local%20plans%20and%20planning%20policy/Hoylake%20golf
%20resort/Public%20comments%20on%20the%20Hoylake%20Golf
%20resort%20proposals_pdf.pdf

that there were 476 responses to the survey, which I have analysed and 
found that there were 1,400 comments and questions to which, at 
11/02/2016, it seems Council has not replied.

Regarding the Resort as a whole, there were 89 outright comments in support
and 1,311 concerns for or objections to the Resort, which includes 13 
qualified with doubts and 24 outright respondents saying "No."

Regarding the larger concerns raised and questions asked;

1) ECONOMY As for the general effect upon the local economy, 5 people 
thought that the jobs would be good for Hoylake with 13 expressing the 
opposite. Nine respondents to the survey thought that businesses along 
Market Street would benefit but 19 thought that they would be injured or 
receive no benefit. There were 27 people who said that since the money 
received by the Resort would go only the rich or those who do not live in UK 
(Developer & Marriott) there would be no benefit to Hoylake. 18 people 
thought that the Resort was not viable and would fail leaving a space that 
would be filled with houses or left open with the countryside having been lost. 
25 respondents regretted the absence of affordable homes and 102 had 
concerns such as number, location and gated communities for the housing 
development. Three said that these homes would be good for Hoylake.

2) ROADS As for the access road thirteen said that is essential whilst 25 had 
concerns for its impact upon general traffic conditions at both ends. There 
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were, additionally, 44 concerns for the level crossing at Hoylake and how 
traffic there would be affected by extra traffic to & fro the Resort. One person 
suggested that a bridge should be built. 24 people suggested that Saughall 
Massie Road be straightened and /or widened to accommodate construction 
vehicles and the extra vehicles created by the Resort. Seven people that 
roads around the Resort could cope with increased traffic demands but 107 
respondents have the opposite opinion. One person asked who would pay for
the road improvements.

3) FOOTPATHS & RIGHTS OF WAY 143 responders expressed outright 
objection to the loss of Tip Lane with another 63 regreting loss or degredation
to footpaths and Rights of Way. One thought that it would bring 
improvements.

4) GREEN BELT 39 people expressed concern for the loss of amenity to 
which must be added the 141 concerns for damage done, loss of and reason 
for building houses on Green Belt land. Three people think that Green Belt 
land should be built upon.

5) FLOODING 96 raised the issue of flooding with concerns for their homes 
and allotments but one respondent said that the Resort would alleviate the 
risk. Additional to this 30 owners of plots on Gilroy Allotments expressed 
grave concerns.

6) ECOLOGY 102 respondents said that they had concerns for the ecological
impact of the Resort whilst two thought that it would be good for the Resort.

7) WIRRAL GOLF COURSES Whilst expressing their negative attitude to the
Resort, 52 people said that it would have an adverse effect upon other 
courses, including their own, on Wirral, with a further 21 comments that golf 
was a declining sport. Three people thought the new Municipal Course would 
be good whilst 9 have concerns for its quality, location and completion. Two 
respondents asked why should a replacement course be built.

8) CONSULTATION there were 29 expressions of concerns for the conduct of
the consultation process and the possibility of there being hidden secrets.

Concerning lesser numbers of comment and objection there was



9) One adverse comment each made regarding the loss of somewhere from 
where to fly a gyrocopter, concern for the over-flying of helicopters by wealthy
visitors to the Resort, concern that Developer might not stick to the 
agreement and Planning rules, the reason for and value of a "Links 
Academy", if the High Voltage Direct Current cable would affect the project, 
visual impact on the skyline.

10) Two comments each were made regarding serious concerns for the 
archaeology, lack of Council impartiality being owner and Planner, concern for
the effects upon existing services such as schools, doctors, leisure facilities, 
adverse impact upon the image of Hoylake being a "one-horse-town".

11) Three comments each were made regarding the very serious implications 
for the removal of the Controlled Japanese Knotweed, concern for the price of
"Pay-&-Play"

12) There were four questions each for concerns regarding noise & disruption
during construction, access along busy roads for emergency vehicles and 
asking if the lakes could be used for swimming, water sports, fishing, sailing 
and bird watching.

13) Five respondents each asked if Hoylake would receive any cash benefit 
from the sale of land, what commissions were being paid to Councillors.

14)Six respondents asked specifically why the recommendations regarding 
Langfileds Site of Biological Importance had been kept secret.

15) Regarding impact upon the urban and rural landscape of the area, seven 
respondents raised their concerns.

16) Eight people called into question Council's management skills.

17) Nine respondents feared that the heavy use of chemicals by golf courses 
would adversely affect the environment such as the lakes and water courses 
running off the site.

18) There were ten people who questioned the impact of the site's carbon-
footprint upon Council's Climate Change Policy.



Comments, generally supportive, were made by three workers in the golf 
resort industry. I would much appreciate their contacting me via my website 
http://www.hoylakegolfresort.uk/
 

for discussion.

Two respondents made further comments to Council's website and these are 
unavailable.

Some respondents have said that Hoylake is in much need of regeneration 
and something to make it vibrant. These comments I disagree with because I 
see in Hoylake a town that is very much alive and aware of itself.

Psephologically speaking, the best way of achieving the result that best 
suits the surveyor's premise, one asks an odd number of questions with 
three being the best.

Council, at the consultation drop-in sessions, asked us three questions; 
namely,

a) Do you support
b) Do you support with reservations
c) Are you against.

When asked, it is natural to prefer the middle road option and choose (b)
unless one feels so strongly that only (a) or (b) suits one's preference.

For those who like the idea but would like to know more, they would opt 
for (b).

This survey was designed to achieve two-thirds in favour [i.e. (a) + (b)] 
because in order to achieve two-thirds against there would have to be 8 
choosing box (c) and two each, say, for the other options, which is 
virtually impossible because even those who are against the proposition 
would err towards (b) when they would like to know more.

Council's survey is badly flawed and so biased as to be without 
legitimacy.

http://www.hoylakegolfresort.uk/

