
Statement by Cllr Gerry Ellis

PROPOSED HOYLAKE GOLF RESORT

Since it was first proposed about five years ago I have, as a Hoylake
councillor, consistently supported the concept of a Golf Resort at Hoylake, but
I have become increasingly concerned about the difficulties that the scheme
will face and I have now come to a conclusion that it will not succeed in the
foreseeable future and it should be dropped before any more of council tax-
payers money is spent on it.

My doubts began to develop when we saw the disappointing and amateurish
public consultation exhibition last November in which there was no
meaningful detail and very little information to satisfy residents’ (and
councillors) questions. In considering the many potential problems I am
coming to the conclusion that they are not likely to be able to be overcome.
On the issue of the loss of a large area of Greenbelt, I am doubtful that the
requirement of ‘very special circumstances’ will be able to be justified to allow
150+ luxury houses to be built on our existing municipal golf course. I’m also
concerned that our road system, even with potential improvements, will not
be able to cope with the construction and later the resort traffic; in particular I
think that the residents of Heron Road would be faced with never-ending
traffic congestion.

I think that the current feasibility study will identify big problems with the
control of flood levels in the area which would require unacceptably large
public expenditure to control. Also I’m not happy with vague suggestions that
the resort will provide a boost for Hoylake’s economy as the developers and
subsequent operators are likely to bring in their own management teams with
central servicing and purchasing policies. I agree that some construction and
operating jobs could be filled from our local labour force but these will be the
lower paid positions and would be a fairly small number.
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